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Y  DEAR  BROTHER  Gaskin; — If  my  fitness 
to  perform  the  task  upon  which  I  now  enter 
were  proportioned  to  my  interest  in  your  personal 
and  ministerial  welfare,  I  should  feel  neither 
trepidation  nor  reluctance  ;  but  a  deep  conscious- 
ness of  the  disparity  which  exists  between  the  one 
and  the  other  contributes  materially  to  my  em- 
barrassment, I  have,  however,  in  consideration  of 
the  bodily  indisposition  of  our  esteemed  Chair- 
man, and  in  compliance  with  his  request,  consented 
to  exhort  you  to  *'watch  in  all  things,"  to  "endure 
afflictions,"  to  *'do  the  work  of  an  Evangelist,'' 
and  to  **make  full  proof  of  your  ministry."(il  Tim. 
iv.  5.) 

My  observations  upon  these  instructive  and 
important  words  will  rather  exhibit  my  own  know- 
ledge of  what  is  required  by  a  minister  of  Christ, 
than  the  authority  of  a  competent  and  well  in- 
structed scribe.  And  as  you  are  tolerably  ac- 
quainted with  my  inability,  you  will  not  be  unpre- 
pared to  make  allowance  for  those  defects  which 
must  necessarily  characterise  my  address. 


You  have,  after  a  course  of  six  years  experience 
in  the  Missionary  work,  presented  yourself  before 
God  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  midst 
of  this  congregation  to  take  upon  you  the  most 
solemn  and  weighty  responsibilities  which  can  be 
imposed  upon  a  rational  and  accountable  being. 
The  form  and  manner  in  which  these  responsibili- 
ties have  been  imposed  and  accepted  could  not 
have  been  more  impressive.  The  convictions  of 
which  you  have  professed  yourself  the  subject, — 
the  nature  of  the  call  under  which  you  proceed, — 
the  momentous  character  of  the  profession  in  which 
you  have  engaged,  combined  with  the  trust  re- 
posed in  you,  and  the  most  earnest  and  devout 
/  prayers  offered  for  you,  must  present  a  spectacle, 
even  to  angels,  altogether  absorbing.  Probably 
you  are  the  subject  of  some  degree  of  nervous 
perturbation  ;  and  no  wonder  that  on  such  an 
occasion  the  frailty  of  your  humanity  should 
operate  sensibly  upon  your  being;  a  stouter  heart 
than  yours  has  quailed  before  such  dread  investi- 
ture, and  in  holy  concern  been  heard  to  exclaim, 
**who  is  sufficient  for  these  thino-s;"  nor  do  I  know 
that  I  can  offer  any  better  solace  to  a  spirit  thus  im- 
pressed than  that  which  proved  so  efRcacious  and 
acceptable  to  the  Holy  Apostle  Paul,  when  his 
master  said, "my  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee."  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  in  this  solemn  moment  you 
feel  your  need  of  orace,  and  what  a  consolation  it 
is  to  know  that,  that  which  you  need  you  may  have, 
and  have  it,  too,  in  its  all-sufficient  energy  ;  may 
our  minds -be  now  supplied  with  a  rich  communi- 
cation of  this  inestimable  gift. 


The  words  which  1  have  chosen  for  my  guidance 
on  this  unusually  interesting  occasion,  suggest 
topics  agreeable  to  the  circumstances  in  which  we 
are  found.  The  duties  of  a  minister  and  pastor, 
are  set  forth  with  great  clearness  and  fulness,  so 
that  if  my  remarks  upon  these  words  should  prove 
feeble  and  ineffective,  we  may  rest  assured  that 
their  basis  will  form  at  all  times  a  powerful  stimulus 
to  your  awakened  spirit. 

This  verse  is  comprised  of  four  simple  and  dis- 
tinct parts,  to  each  of  which  I  will  call  your  earnest 
and  devout  attention  : — 

1. — You  are  to  watch  in  all  things  ; 

2. — You  are  to  endure  afflictions  ; 

3. — You  are  to  do  the  work  of  an  evangelist ; 

4. — You  are  to  give  full  proof  of  your  ministry. 
I.  You  are  to  watch  in  all  things.  The  term 
watch  which  is  used  in  Scripture  with  so  much 
significance;  has  in  this  place  a  more  comprehen- 
sive meaning  than  ordinarj^.  It  is  obviously  used 
both  in  a  subjective  and  an  objective  sense.  Timo- 
thy is  instructed  to  watch  his  own  heart,  and  to 
watch  that  heart  in  relation  to  all  things.  Let  us 
then — 

Firsts  consider  personal  v\^aichfulness  as  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  the  minister  of  Christ  If  this 
duty  is  obligatory  upon  any  human  being  in  the 
world,  surely  that  oblio;ation  rests  in  its  fullest 
weight  upon  him  who  must  watch  as  one  thai  is  to 
'^  give  account,"  His  personal  piety  is  not  only 
essential  to  his  own  salvation,  but  bears  so  materi- 
ally upon  his  ministerial  usefulness,  that  if  he  lacks 
it  he  will  be  comparatively,  if  not  altogether,  bar- 
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ren  and  unfruitful.  Those  who  bear  the  vessels 
of  the  Lord  must  be  holy,  and  as  watchfulness  is 
the  safeguard  of  this  indispensable  principle,  the 
minister  of  Christ  must  cultivate  it  with  a  becom- 
ing, constant,  and  earnest  assiduity.  Without  this 
we  may  prophecy  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  after 
all  hear  from  His  lips  at  the  last  dread  day,  ^'I 
never  knew  you,  depart  from  me."  Mat.  vii,  22,  23. 
He,  then,  who  takes  upon  himself  the  office  and 
work  of  the  ministry  must  fight,  but  '*  not  as  one 
that  beateth  the  air,"  he  must  run,  but  "not  as  un- 
certainly," and  he  must  "  keep  under  his  body" — 
watch  all  its  lusts  and  mortify  them — lest  he  him- 
self become  '*  a  cast  away."  "  Take  heed  then  to 
thyself,"  CActs  xx,  28J.  "  Strive  to  be  approved 
of  God  as  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed." 

The  words  of  Baxter,  in  his  '^  Reformed  Pas- 
tor," bearing  upon  this  important  point  are  full  of 

impressive  warning  : —  , 

"Take  heed  to  yourselves  (writes  this  invaluable  author) 
lest  ye  perish  while  ye  call  upon  others  to  take  heed  of  per- 
ishing ;  and  lest  you  famish  yourselves  while  you  prepare 
their  food.  Though  there  be  a  promise  of  shining  as  the  stars 
to  those  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  that  is  but  a  sup- 
position that  they  be  first  turned  to  it  themselves,  their  own 
sincerity  in  the  faith  is  the  condition  of  glory  simply  con- 
sidered, though  their  great  ministerial  labours  may  be  a 
condition  of  the  promise  of  their  greater  glory.  Many  a 
man  hath  warned  others  that  they  come  not  to  the  place  of 
torment,  which  yet  they  hasted  to  themselves.  Many  a 
preacher  is  now  in  hell  that  hath  a  hundred  times  called 
upon  his  hearers  to  use  the  utmost  care  and  diligence  to 
escape  it.  Can  any  reasonable  man  imagine  that  God  should 
save  men  for  offering  salvation  to  others  while  they  refused 
it  themselves,  and  for  telling  others  those  truths  which  they 


neglected  and  abused.  Many  a  tailor  goes  in  rags  that 
maketh  costly  clothes  for  others,  and  many  a  cook  scarce 
licks  his  fingers  when  he  hath  dressed  for  others  the  most 
costly  dishes.  Believe  it,  brethren,  God  never  saved  any 
man  for  being  a  preacher,  nor  because  he  was  an  able 
preacher,  but  because  he  was  a  justified  sanctified  man,  and 
consequently  faithful  in  his  master's  work/' 

Second.  '*  Watch  thou  i72  all  things." — In  the 
midst  of  your  numerous  and  important  duties  be 
ever  present  in  the  exercise  of  a  vigilant  and 
thoughtful  concern^  Without  this  watchfulness  it 
will  be  impossible  for  you  to  perform  your  duty 
either  acceptably  to  *'  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church,"  or  usefully  to  the  flock  of  God,  or  satis- 
factorily to  yourself.  If  you  watch  not,  your  tem- 
per may  betray  you  into  haste  when  you  ought  to 
be  ^*  long  suffering  and  patient."  If  you  watch 
not,  you  may  practise  the  simplicity  of  the  child, 
when  you  ought  to  exhibit  the  *'  wisdom  of  the 
serpent."  If  you  watch  not,  sloth  will  overcome 
you  when  in  labours  you  ought  to  be  *'  more  abun- 
dant." You  must,  my  dear  brother,  watch  or 
"  Jannes  and  Jambres"  will  not  be  "  withstood  to 
the  face."  You  must  watch  or  Demas  will  con- 
tract a  worldly  spirit  and  infest  the  flock  with  its 
deadly  influence.  You  must  watch,  or  the  wolf 
will  enter  the  flock,  and  scatter  or  tear,  or  slay 
the  lambs  and  sheep  ;  or  he  will  assume  the  gar- 
ment of  sheep's  clothing,  and  by  subtle  intrigue, 
accomplish  the  destruction  of  those  for  whom  the 
Shepherd  "  laid  down  his  life." 

Watch  thou  in  all  things  ! 

Never  forget  your  callings  and  the  obligations 
which  pertain  to  it.     Ever  regard  yourself  as  an 
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under  shepherd,  and  act  as  in  the  immediate  pre- 
sence of  the  "Shepherd  and  Bishop"  of  your  soul, 
that  all  you  do  may  be  "well-pleasing  in  his  sight/' 
This  maybe  accomplished;  to  the  faithful  minister 
Christ  will  say,  "well  done."  The  Holy  Ghost 
has  freely  bestowed  upon  Moses  the  eulogium 
gained  by  his  fidelity,  where  he  informs  us 
that  his  servant  Moses  was  "faithful  in  all  his 
house."  In  the  estimation  of  the  errino:  Israel- 
ites  Moses  was  often  wrong,  from  them  he  had  to 
bear  grievous  accusations,  and  toward  them  he 
had  to  exercise  great  patience,  meekness,  courage, 
and  fidelity.  These  inestimable  qualities,  so  ne- 
cessary to  the  fulfilment  of  your  duty  as  a  minister 
of  the  sanctuary,  you  will  have  to  conserve  by  the 
habitual  exercise  of  w^atchfulness.  You  are  not 
only  to  watch,  but,— - 

2. To  "endure  afflictions."  Your  very  solicitude  for 
the  flock  will  prove  a  frequent  source  of  affliction. 
The  faithful  minister  is,  however,  to  "endure  hard- 
ness as  a  good  soldier;"  not  to  shrink  from  trial,  but 
to  "endure  as  seeing  him  who  is  invisible."  The 
man  who  enters  the  ranks  of  Christ's  sanctified 
host,  as  an  officer,  and  is  indifferent  to  the  health 
happiness  and  success  of  his  company,  is  utterly 
unfit  for  the  exalted  post  he  occupies.  He  is  so 
destitute  of  that  natural  care  so  greatly  admired 
by  Paul  as  existing  in  his  son  Timothy. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  consider  briefly, 
some  of  the  afflictions  which  you  may  be  called  to 
endure.  Afflictions  may  be  bodily,  or  mental,  or 
spiritual;  what  was  that  but  a  spiritual  affliction 
of  which  the   Psalmist  was  the  subject  when  he 
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exclaimed  "why  art  thou  oast  down  O  my  soul, 
and  why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me  ?"  Afflic- 
tions may  arise  from  disease,  bereavement,  loss, 
anxiety,  perplexity,  or  perversity,  and  '*  many  are 
the  afflictions  of  the  righteous,"  and  especially  of 
the  righteous  minister ;  for  it  often  happens  that 
in  proportion  as  he  cannot  suffer  sin  upon  others 
those  whom  he  "  reproves  or  rebukes"  become  his 
afflictors  and  tormentors. 

Certain  afflictions,  which  were  so  largely  shared 
by  the  Apostles  and  their  early  successors,  but 
rarely  fall  to  the  lot  of  ministers  in  modern  times, 
at  any  rate  within  the  privileged  dominions  of  our 
beloved  Sovereign  Queen  Victoria.  Few^  of  us 
have  been  even  threatened  with  imprisonment.  It 
is  no  uncommon  thing,  however,  for  our  names  to 
be  *'  cast  out  as  evil."  The  Missionary  to  the 
aboriginal  tribes  of  South  Africa  need  not  be  sur- 
prised if  this  species  of  affliction  is  heaped  upon 
him  with  unsparing  hand.  There  are  those  around 
and  among  us  who,  because  the  teaching  of  the 
Ambassador  of  Christ  to  the  heathen,  raises  a  for- 
midable barrier  in  the  way  of  their  selfish  and  un- 
reasonable designs,  are  ready  at  all  times  to  speak 
disparagingly,  if  not  slanderously,  of  ''the  good 
work,"  and  of  those  who  promote  it.  This  is  a 
kind  of  affliction  which  we  may  expect  as  long  as 
**  the  world  loves  its  own."  But  it  need  not  daunt 
you,  for  he  who  is  for  you  is  more  than  all  that  be 
against  you, 

'^  The  body,  the  church"  may  contract  disorder, 
or  even  disease — some  sheep  may  go  astray — some 
lamb  may  become  weak,  and  you  as  the  shepherd 
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possessed  of  genuine  sympathy  must  feel  con- 
cerned. Whether  the  suffering  of  the  body  be 
partial  or  general — whether  lethargy  and  symp- 
toms of  decay  pervade  every  member  of  the  body 
corporate — or  vrhether  in  some  vital  organ  or  less 
important  member  only,  suspicious  appearances 
present  themselves,  you  w^ill  be  apprehensive  of 
danger  nigh,  and  as  a  prudent  '*  overseer"  you  will 
take  steps  to  prevent  further  mischief* 

Disease  in  the  flock  may  be  attended  with  in- 
fectious influences,  which  may  develope  in  the  form 
of  withering  and  desolating  agitation.  The  Church 
of  Christ  has  in  all  ages  been  subject  to  such  dis- 
tressing visitations,  and  these  are  times  when  you 
will  know  what  it  is  to  endure  affliction.  The 
physician  who  should  relinquish  his  profession 
because  of  the  dangers  which  pertain  to  his  duties 
would  be  deemed  unworthy  of  a  place  in  the  ranks 
of  the  medical  staff.  And  shall  the  minister  of 
Christ  who  has  vowed  as  you  have  vowed, — who 
has  promised  as  you  have  promised, — who  has 
professed  as  you  have  professed^— who  has  been 
called  as  you  have  been  called, — who  has  been 
set  apart  as  you  have  been  set  apart,— entrusted 
as  you  have  been  entrusted, — invested  with  autho- 
rity as  you  have  been  invested,  hesitate  for  a  mo- 
ment to  stand  unflinchingly  to  his  post  ?  a  post  to 
which  you  have  been  appointed  by  Him  who  is 
'^head  over  all,  to  his  church,"  and  who  has  de- 
clared that  he  will  '^  be  with  you  always/'  The 
very  plough  to  which  you  have  set  your  hand 
might,  were  you  to  forsake  it,  turn  upon  you,  and 
as  Balaam's  ass  cry  out  in  strong  rebuke  !     Nay, 
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my  dear  brother,  you  must  endure,  come  what 
may,  you  must  endure  patiently,  perseveringly, 
firmly,  and,  if  need  be,  "  count  not  your  life  dear 
unto  you,  so  that  you  may  win  Christ  and  finish 
your  course  with  joy." 

Want  of  success  in  your  work  may  prove  another 
source  of  affliction.     On  this  account  your  very 
soul  may  be  cast  down  within  you.     When  a  mark- 
ed want  of  success  surrounds  your  enterprise — 
when  in  pensive  anguish  you  exclaim  as  the  pro- 
phet of  old,  or  as  the  seraphic  Fletcher  of  modern 
times,    *'  who  hath  believed  our   report,   and   to 
whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed,"  you  must 
not  for  a  moment  indulge  the  approach  of  despair- 
ing sentiments.     Success  forms  no  contingent  to 
the  command  of  your  great  Master.     '^  Go  j/e,'» 
says  he,  *'  and  preach  the  Gospel !"  but  it  is  not 
added,  nor  even  intimated,  if  ye  have  no  apparent 
success  desist  from  preaching.     I  verily  believe 
the  kind  of  service  which  will  meet  at  last  with 
the  best  reward,  will  be  that  which  has  involved 
the  greatest  amount  of  faith,  patience,  love,  obedi- 
ence, hope,  and  courage.     To  sight,   success  is 
pleasing,  and  to  all  concerned  in  the  extension  of 
Christ's  kingdom,  inspiring,   and  whenever  it  is 
vouchsafed  we  ought  to  be  unspeakably  thankful, 
But  if  you  proceed  on  an  errand  of  mercy  to  the 
benighted  and  depraved  sons  of  men,  and  continue 
a  course  of  undeviating  duty,  despite  their  \mh^ 
lief,  ingratitude,  rebellion,  and  sin,  is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that  your  labour  thus  performed  in  the  Lord, 
will  be  in  vain  ?  verily  not, 

to  such  '*  patient  faith  the  prize  is  sure. 
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And  they  who  to  the  end  endure  '^  such  cross 
"  Shall  wear  the  crown'' — yea  a  glorious  crown. 

Let  me  affectionately  warn  you  against  walking 
by  sight.  Look  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen 
and  eternal,  and  derive  sustaining  power  from  the 
example  of  Him  "who  endured  the  cross,  despisincr 
the  shame,  and  is  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majesty  on  High."  "  Lest  you  be  wearied  and 
faint  in  your  mind,  consider  Him  who  endured 
such  contradiction  of  sinners  against  himself." 
Consider  Him  who  in  the  days  of  his  flesh  labour- 
ed in  places  where  he  even  could  not  do  many 
mighty  works  "  because  of  their  unbelief."  While 
you  cultivate  his  yearning  pit}^',  exercise  his  pa- 
tience, and  with  an  unsparing  hand  scatter  "  the 
words  of  life,"  bearing  in  mind  that  you  know  not 
which  shall  prosper,  this  or  that,"  and  that  the 
fruit  of  your  labour  may  appear  after  many  days. 

The  work  now  being  performed  in  Natal  by 
Missionaries  is  rather  fundamental  than  super- 
structive.  They  are  undoing  rather  than  doing. 
Preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord  and  making  strait 
paths  for  his  feet,  rather  than  bringing  on  the  top 
stone  to  the  spiritual  edifice,  "  with  shoutings  of 
grace,  grace  unto  it."  I  would  the  more  earnestly 
guard  you  against  sight  service,  because  it  will 
superinduce  affliction  for  which  there  will  be  no 
"  eternal  weight  of  glory." 

Another  source  of  affliction  is  found  in  the  ig- 
norance, superstition,  and  vice  with  which  you  are 
constantly  surrounded.  Your  direct  contact  with 
the  carnal  mind  of  the  Zulu,  and  your  knowledge 
of  his  gross  darkness  aud  filthy  conversation,  ren- 
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der  it  impossible  that  you  should  regard  as  other 
than  errors  of  inexperience,  those  representations 
of  native  virtue,  which  certain  persons  have  been 
pleased  to  furnish.  So  parched  and  dry  is  the  moral 
system  of  the  aboriginal,  so  decayed  its  frame,  so 
untruthful  all  its  shapes,  that  to  the  enlightened 
eye  the  spectacle  is  appalling.  The  valley  is  full 
of  these  dry  bones,  and  no  wonder  if  even  the 
voice  of  a  Missionary  should  be  heard  to  exclaim^ 
^^  can  these  dry  bones  live  ?"  Nothing  could  keep 
you  from  despair  but  the  promise  of  the  infinite 
quickening  and  sanctifying  spirit  of  power.  'Tis 
yours  to  dwell  in  a  dark  place  of  the  earth,  the 
very  **  habitations  of  which  are  full  of  cruelty  ;'' 
and  there  must  be  something  to  endure  where  the 
eye  so  constantly  looks  on 

"  Scenes  of  woe, 
Regions  of  sorrow,  doleful  shades, 
Where  peace  and  rest  can  never  dwell." 

and  only  differing  from  Hell  in  this  that  we  can- 
not add 

**  Hope  never  comes." 

You  cannot  in  your  present  circumstances  be 
amused  with  dissertations  on  heathen  virtue  or 
barbarian  *^'  good  heartedness."  The  picture  be- 
fore you  is  dark,  very  dark,  but  not  so  dark  as  to 
excite  sentiments  of  despair  when  viewed  through 
the  medium  of  that  truth  which  assures  us  that  the 
Son  of  God  "  shall  have  the  heathen  for  his  in- 
heritance." The  enterprise  in  which  you  are 
engaged  cannot  fail,  if  it  should  the  world  must 
sink.    But  success  dawns  upon  us  already.    "  Bel 
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boweth  down,  Nebo  stoopeth."     Rejoice  then  in 
hope  of  *'  the  glory  which  shall  follow." 

Another  cause   of  affliction  to  your  spirit  may 
arise  out  of  the  perplexity  consequent  upon  the 
perversity  of  those  who  forget  to  "  obey  them  that 
have  the  rule  over"  them.     Forgetfulness  of  this 
description  is  by  no  means  uncommon,  and  gener- 
ally they  are   most  forgetful  who  are  neither  re- 
markable for  their  intelligence,  nor  depth  of  piety; 
hence  arises  an  ago^ravated  feature   in  this  afflic- 
tion.    If  the  Lord  should  be  pleased  to  spare  you 
for  years  to  come,  you  may  occupy  a  sphere  more 
trying  in  this  respect,  than  the  one  in  which  you 
now  move.  You  may  live  to  experience  how  pain- 
ful it  is,  to  be  suspected  of  a  want  of  fidelity  to 
truth  and  duty,  while  you  are  shedding  anxious 
tears  in  your  closet,  concerning  the  best  plan  to  be 
pursued  with  respect  to  the  exercise  of  discipline 
in  your  Church.     Nay  there  may  be  those  occa- 
sionally found  who  will  not  hesitate  to  charge  you 
falsely,  and  accuse  you  of  partiality  or  indifference, 
when  your  soul  is  as  determined  to  do  right  as  it 
is  afraid  to  do  wrong.     Further,  they  may  openly 
rail  against  you — pursue  a  course  of  public  oppo- 
sition, and  attempt  to  intimidate  you  into  submis- 
sion to  their  will,  though  it  should  be  at  variance 
with  rule  and  order.     To  have  to  fight  with  such 
Ephesian  beasts  **  is  not  pleasant  but  grievous,'' 
yet  even  for  this  you  cannot  vacate  your  post,  you 
must  endure.     When  your  affliction  comes  from 
those  of  your  own  household  it  may  be  the  more 
painful,  yet  should  they  harrass  you  even   unto 
death,  you  must  be  found  faithful. 
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It  would  be  easy  to  speak  of  numerous  afflictions 
which  you  must  endure  of  a  personal,  social,  or 
relative  character,  but  upon  these  I  shall  not  offer 
more  than  a  passing  remark.  That  is  an  affliction 
which  the  Missionary  has  to  endure,  which  arises 
from  a  total  separation  from  friends  and  home,  and 
all  the  associations  and  endearments  of  a  land  pre- 
eminent for  its  public  privileges. 

Nor  must  we  pass  by  the  circumstance  without 
a  slight  recognition  which  so  painfully  affects  mis- 
sionaries with  families.  You  may  survive  long 
enough  to  witness  your  children  growing  up  in 
the  midst  of  filthy  conversation  and  abominable 
uncleanness,  and  with  but  few  educational  ad- 
vantages. I  can  imagine  how  poignant  may  be 
the  feelings  of  a  parent  on  a  mission  station  in 
view  of  this  affliction ;  but  even  this  must  be  en- 
dured for  Christ's  sake,  and  the  sake  of  the  brands 
to  be  plucked  from  eternal  burning. 

And  is  it  no  affliction  to  be  cut  off  from  all  in- 
tercourse with  civilized  and  christianized  neigh- 
bours ;  those  who  regard  this  as  an  indifferent 
circumstance  lack  either  experience,  or  sensibility 
of  soul.  True,  there  are  certain  communities  who 
delight  in  strife,  from  whose  society  escape  is  a 
blessing ;  but  the  exception  by  no  means  invali- 
dates the  rule. 

You  are  an  itinerant  Wesleyan  Missionary,liable 
at  any  time  to  be  removed,  to  be  torn,  for  the 
general  good  of  the  connexion,  from  any  locality 
for  which  you  may  have  formed  an  attachment ; 
and  this  to  you  may  prove  an  affliction,  but  this 
must  be  endured. 
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In  the  course  of  events  you  may  be  exposed  to 
war — to  the  ruthless  attacks  of  barbarian  hordes 
— you  may  have  to  fl}^  as  many  of  your  brethren 
have  been  obliged  to  do,  for  your  life.  Under  the 
afflictive  apprehension  of  the  possibility  of  such  an 
occurrence  you  must  ever  exist,  especially  while 
in  Natal,  and  upon  a  purely  mission  station  ;  even 
this  also  must  be  endured. 

This  picture  would  be  gloomy  viewed  through 
any  other  medium  than  that  of  duty  to  God — to 
Christ — to  the  Church — to  the  heathen — to  the 
world  ;  but  viewed  through  this  medium  it  is  not 
only  tolerable  but  animating.  In  the  world,  and 
even  in  the  church,  you  may  have  tribulation,  but 
remember  who  hath  said  "  in  me  ye  have  peace.'' 
May  it  be  yours  to  bear  and  to  have  patience  that 
you  may  at  last  sit  down  with  Christ  on  "  his 
throne." 

3rd.--Y0U  ARE  TO  DO  THE  WORK 
OF  AN   EVANGELIST. 

These  words  bear  with  peculiar  force  upon  your 
present  position,  and  comport  admirably  with  your 
duties  as  a  Wesleyan  Missionary.  An  evangelist 
is  one  whose  great  business  it  is  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  Timothy  was  not  only  to  watch,  endure 
afflictions,  and  fulfil  the  functions  of  the  ministerial 
office,  but  he  was  to  do  the  work  of  an  evange- 
list. Like  Timothy  you  will  have  to  fulfil  the 
several  duties  herein  set  forth,  but  it  is  especially 
necessary,  that  you  should  be  in  the  true  itinerant 
and  seed-scattering  sense  of  the  word,  an  evan- 
gelist. 

He  who  does  the   work  of  an   evangelist  goes 
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about  to  make  known  ^Hhe  unsearchable  riches 

of  Christ-— 

"Tis  all  his  business  bere  below, 
To  cry  behold  the  Lamb.'' 

As  an  evangelist  you  will  make  it  your  great 
concern  to  proclaim  ^^  the  glorious  gospel  of  the 
blessed  God,"  you  will  determine  to  ^*  know  no- 
thing among  men"  as  a  means  of  salvation,  '^  save 
Christ  and  him  crucified."  Though  you  may  not 
have  to  set  forth  Christ  among  prejudiced  stumb- 
ling Jews,  nor  among  philosophising  Greeks  who 
regard  the  story  of  the  cross  as  foolishness  ;  it  is 
not  less  necessary  that  your  declaration  of  the 
gospel  message  should  be  according  to  the  oracles 
of  truth.  In  no  age  of  the  world  has  the  pure 
gospel  of  Christ  found  favour  in  the  eyes  of  un- 
awakened,  depraved,  fallen  men ;  and  there  is 
reason  to  question  whether  ever  its  spirit  and  pre- 
cepts met  with  a  greater  contrast  than  in  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  those  for  whom  you  live  and  labour. 
You  will  not  however 

('. — ^^ — -,  to  soothe  the  unholy  throng. 
Soften  God's  truth,  and  smooth  j'^our  tongue," 

Neither  will  you,  by  any  mere  expediency  or  false 
policy,  seek  to  persuade  men  to  say  they  believe ; 
but  you  will  rather  so  do  your  work  as  an  evangelist 
that  those  who  hear  may  fear  and  turn  to  God  and 
live.  You  will  not  desire  to  have  those  circum- 
cised, who  are  living  in  sin,  that  you  may  glory 
in  their  flesh,  whether  that  sin  be  polygamy,  witch- 
craft, deceit,  or  uncleanness. 

As  an  evangelist  you  will,  in  these  remote  and 
dismally  dark  regions,  go  from  kraal  to  kraal, 
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in  each  erect  the  standard  of  the  cross,  and  as  you 
invite  the  benighted  tribes  to  gaze  upon  the  won- 
drous sight,  you  will  exultingly  exclaim,  "  Behold 
the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world  ?"  and  though  your  heart  may  be  pierced  to 
the  very  quick  while  you  witness  the  amazing  in- 
difference and  revolting  ignorance  of  your  hearers, 
you  will  remember  where  it  is  written,  *^  in  the 
morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in  the  evening  with- 
hold not  thy  hand."  ''  Be  not  weary  in  well  do- 
ing, for  in  due  season  thou  shalt  reap  if  thou  faint 
not." 

As  an  evangelist  you  will  discard  all  means  of 
salvation  but  the  Gospel.  Happily  you  have  no 
prejudices  in  favour  of  any  ecclesiastical  prestige 
of  high  prerogative  pretensions.  True  you  are 
attached  to  a  religious  system,  but  its  rites  are  un- 
ostentatiously simple,  and  its  doctrines  peculiarly 
suited  to  the  work  of  an  evangelist.  Our  liturgy 
is  full  of  good  will  to  the  race.  Charles  Wesley's 
hymns  form  a  body  of  rich  theological,  practical, 
and  experimental  divinity.  You  have  in  them 
sentiments  adapted  to  the  lowest  ignorance,  and 
suited  to  the  highest  attainments  ;  they  are  to  all 
of  us  a  rich  treasure,  but  to  the  missionary  espe- 
cially they  present  themes  of  truth  full  of  force  and 
adaptation.  With  the  world  as  your  parish,  with 
outcasts  of  men  as  the  objects  of  your  evangelizing 
efforts,  you  cry  *'  ilo  every  one  that  thirsts  draw 
nigh,  'tis  God  invites  the  fallen  race,"  or  ^^  Come 
all  the  world  come  sinner  thou,  all  things  in  Christ 
are  ready  now."  You  have  no  crucifix  to  place 
between  Christ  and   the  sinner.     You   have    no 
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dazzling  costume  or  priestly  ceremony  to  attract 
notice  on'the  one  hand,  nor  to  dissipate  thoughts 
of  Christ  on  the  other.  Yours  is  to  declare  the 
will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  in  its  simplicity  and 
power.  As  an  evangelist,  you  will  insist  upon 
the  necessity  of  repentance,  faith,  and  holiness, 
among  a  people  who  **  love  darkness  rather  than 
light,"  and  whose  **  hearts  are  set  in  them  to  do 
wickedly."  You  have  no  margin  in  your  book  of 
instructions  for  latitudinarian  theories;  had  you 
the  disposition  you  have  not  the  liberty  to  teach 
for  doctrine  either  '^  false  philosophy"  or  the  '*  tra- 
ditions of  men."  If  the  incorporation  of  the  snake 
superstition  of  the  Amazulu,  with  the  pure  doctrine 
of  the  Gospel,  would  secure  to  you  the  allegiance 
of  the  whole  body  of  natives  in  Natal,  your  prin- 
ciples would  forbid  any  such  combination  of  Christ 
with  Belial.  The  gospel  must  be  preached  in  its 
authority  and  plainness,  as  *'  the  good  tidings  of 
great  joy  which  is  unto  all  people.''  The  honour 
associated  with  the  proclamation  of  the  gospel  is 
more  than  ample  compensation  for  all  the  afflic- 
tions you  have  to  endure.  To  be  a  herald  of 
peace, — a  messenger  of  merey,-^— a  dispenser  of 
saving  truth,— an  ambassador  in  Christ's  stead, 
imploring  immortal  rebels  to  be  reconciled  to  God, 
is  the  highest  distinction  to  which  a  mortal  can 
attain.  As  an  evangelist,  ever  have  "  your  feet 
shod  v%^ith  the  prsparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace," 
and  thus  shod,  go  forth  to  do  the  work  which 
legitimately  pertains  to  your  office. 

*'  DO  THE  WORK." 

These  words  are  thoroughly  practical,  and  not 
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merely  exliortatory,  but  imperative.'  Having  en- 
tered the  ranks  you  must  perform  full  dut}^  Wes~ 
ley's  rules  to  a  helper  are  exceedingly  explicit  as 
to  the  full  and  vigorous  occupation  of  your  time, 
"  Never,"  says  he,  "  be  unemployed,  never  be  tri- 
flingly  employed."  He  who  has  such  a  vt^ork  to 
perform  as  that  w^hich  devolves  upon  you,  can 
have  no  time  to  waste.  Where  there  is  so  ranch 
darkness  to  remove,  so  much  corruption  to  be 
purged,  so  much  superstition  to  [be  overcome,  so 
much  uncleanness  to  be  eradicated,  so  much  self- 
ishness to  be  destroyed,  there  can  be  no  time  to 
"  wile  away,"  When  temptation  to  sloth  assails 
you,  when  your  home  allures  to  ease, — when  the 
base  ingratitude,  and  obstinate  resistance  of  the 
people  cause  you  to  enquire  whether  your  labour 
is  not  spent  for  nought,  call  to  your  remembrance 
these  words,  "  do  the  work  of  an  evangelist,"  and 
remember  that  you  have  promised  to  do  this  work, 
and  that  if  you  fail  you  are  an  unfaithful  steward 
of  God's  trust !  Many  are  the  dangers  which  be- 
set the  evangelist  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work, 
and  without  great  resolution,  self  denial,  and 
grace,  he  will  leave  undone  many  things  which  he 
ought  to  do  ;  but  he  must  rouse  himself  by  all 
those  considerations  which  bear  upon  his  charac- 
ter as  a  consistent  man, — upon  his  accountability 
to  God, — his  respcmsibility  to  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Church,  who  called  him  with  so  high  and 
hdly  a  calling, — -his  destiny,  as  affected  through- 
out eternity  by  the  manner  in  which  he  fulfils  his 
momentous  duties  as  a  minister  of  the  sanctuary  ; 
and  if  in  all  these  dread  considerations  he  finds 
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no  motive  power  sufficient  to  propel  him  onward 
in  a  course  of  zealous  duty,  then  God  have  mercy 
upon  his  soul. 

Do  the  work  !  whatever  present  results  may  be. 
By  no  means  pander  to  flesh  and  blood  in  seeking 
ease  and  comfort.  Convince  all  who  observe  you 
that  you  are  above  the  sordid  influences  of  earth, 
and  that  you  seek  not  your  own  but  the  things  that 
be  of  Christ.  "  Work  while  it  is  day."  Yea 
"  whatever  your  hand  findeth  you  to  do,  do  it  with 
your  might ;"  and  be  "  steadfast  unmoveable  al- 
ways abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  foras- 
much as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord,"  and 

4th.— Thus    *' give  full  proof  of    your 

MINISTRY." 

'*  Preach  the  word,  be  instant  in  season,  out  of 
season,  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  long  suffer- 
ing and  doctrine." 

In  order  to  give  **  full  proof"  the  whole  powers 
of  *'  the  soul  and  mind  "  must  be  engaged.  You 
must  Qot,  as  it  may  be  feared  some  excellent  minis- 
ters have  done,  impair  your  energies  by  deploring 
the  absence  of  talents  which  your  Maker  may  not 
have  been  pleased  to  confer  ;  but  give  full  proof 
"  according  to  the  ability  which  God  giveth."  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Apostle  intends  us 
to  understand  by  these  words  that  no  proof  will  be 
regarded  as /i^// bat  such  as  exhibits  a  combination 
of  all  the  best  gifts  and  most  distinguished  ac- 
quirements. Upon  this  principle  no  one  minister 
has  ever  given  full  proof  of  his  ministry.  Paul 
himself  was  not  equal  to  ApoUos    in  eloquence, 
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nor  as  a  son  of  thunder  was  he  equal  to  the  Boan- 
erges.   Wesley,  with  all  his  qualifications  for  this 
high  office,  was  inferior  in  certain  gifts  to  his  coad- 
jutors, Fletcher  and  Whitfield.     Ministers  *'  have 
gifts  differing,"  and  the  degree  of  proof  they  evince 
of  fitness  for  the  holy  office  they  sustain  must  very 
materially  depend  upon  the  capacity  jand  endow- 
ments with  which  the  God  of  providence  and  grace 
has  invested  them.     We  may  look  in  vain  for  the 
same  degree  of  profundity  in  Baxter  as  we  find  in 
Howe,  yet  both  gave  full  proof  of  their  ministry. 
We  should  greatly  err  were  we  to  test  qualifica- 
tions by  one  stultified  and  given  rule.     Chalmers^ 
that  divine  of  transcendent  eminence,   gives  full 
proof  of  his  ministry  in  a  manner  very  different  to 
that  afforded  by  our  modern  Newton.     Richard 
Watson,   though  eminent  almost  beyond  compare 
in   the  sphere  in   which  his  magnificent  talents 
found  congenial  exercise,  was  not  in  some  respects 
equal  to  the  brother  of  low  degree  who  goes  from 
house  to  house,  "  warning  every  man  and  teaching 
every  man."    See  to  it,  dear  brother,  that  the  gifts 
you  have  are  used  to  the  very  best  purposes.  The 
agencies  employed  by  Providence  are  exceedingly 
diversified;  yet  they  all  act  in  harmony.    In  every 
department  of  science  we  find  diversity  of  agency 
with  harmony  of  law  and  operation.     The  sun  and 
the  moon  act  under  the  same  laws,  and  though  the 
one  is  less  glorious  than  the  other,  they  are  equally 
fulfilling  their  appointed  sphere  in  creation.  *^  The 
hand  cannot  say  to  the  foot  I  have  no  need  of 
thee,"  but  each   must  perform  the  work  assigned 
for  its  fulfilment.     You  may  not  be  as  exalted  in 
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station— as  influential  in  character — as  vivid  in  im- 
agination— as  comprehensive  in  knowledge— as 
profound  in  thought — as  sublime  in  conception — 
as  eloquent  in  delivery — as  pointed  in  appeal — as 
forcible  in  argument — as  apt  in  teaching  as  some 
whom  you  may  have  admired,  but  in  your  place 
you  may  be  as  useful.  You  belong  to  a  system— 
a  vast  machinery,  no  part  of  which  is  unnecessary 
to  the  rest.  Let  it  be  your  prayerful  ambition  to 
fulfil  your  calling  "  according  to  the  will  of 
God."  Let  not  a  grain  of  your  two,  or  five,  or 
ten  talents  be  buried  ;  let  not  a  particle  of  your 
strength  be  unexercised ;  measure  your  duty  by 
your  ability,  and  limit  the  one  only  by  the  full 
capability  of  the  other. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  you  to  give  full  proof 
of  your  ministry  unless  you  be  a  man  of 

Readings — Study ^ — Prayer^ — Faith y  and  ZeaL 
Reading  !  I  have  not  said  much  reading,  lest 
I  should  fall  into  the  error  of  seeming  to  requir<3 
more  than  circumstances  will  admit.  This  duty 
must  be  subject  to  numerous  hindrances,  which 
arise  from  your  multifarious  engagements  as  a  mis- 
sionary. Yet  system,  frugal  management  of  time, 
and  a  due  regard  for  the  claims  of  your  calling 
will  enable  you  to  secure — if  not  ample — profitable 
opportunities  for  reading. 

Among  the  numerous  invaluable  instructions  of 
Paul  to  Timothy  is  this,  '^  give  thyself  to  reading." 
I  am  aware  that  your  estimate  of  this  duty  is  ac- 
cording to  truth,  I  therefore  rather  desire  to  stir  up 
*'  your  mind  by  way  of  remembrance"  than  to  in- 
struct you.     In  one  word  permit  me  to  say,  read, 
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but  read  only  such  books  as  will  repay  a  careful 
perusal.  You  have  neither  time  nor  place  for  the 
light,  time- destroying  fiction,  so  popular  in  this 
frothy  age.  Read  more  especially  those  books 
which  have  been  admired  and  appreciated  by  the 
wise  and  good  ever  since  their  publication.  In 
these  are  hid  "  treasures  of  knowledge."  The 
Bible,  of  course,  will  be  your  daily  delight.  Into 
the  standard  commentaries  upon  this  infallible  ora- 
cle you  will  look  with  growing  interest  and  deepen- 
ing solicitude.  Let  me  commend  to  your  thought- 
ful attention  the  practical  and  heart-rousing  pro- 
ductions of  Richard  Baxter — the  massive  and  con- 
vincing divinity  of  Howe — the  comprehensive, 
lucid,  and  vigorous  works  of  Isaac  Barrow — the 
eloquent,  powerful,  thrilling,  and  richly  evangeli- 
cal sermons  of  Robert  Hall — the  elegant,  majes- 
tic, sublime,  and  profound  writings  of  our  revered 
Watson  ;  and  the  nervous,  pithy,  pointed,  and  ef- 
fective productions  of  oui;  honoured  founder^s  pen. 
Nor  will  you  omit  to  fan  the  flame  of  your  piety 
by  the  animating  biography  in  which  our  Zion  so 
richly  abounds.  Who  can  read  the  life  of  Fletcher, 
or  of  S  toner,  or  of  Newton,  and  not  be  aroused  to 
still  holier  purposes.  It  is  impossible  to  be  a  work- 
man that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed  without  read- 
ing,  for  which,  says  John  Wesley,  *Mf  you  have 
no  taste  you  had  better  return  home." 

Study!  "  In  all  thy  gettings  get  understand- 
ing ;"  but  to  get  understanding  you  must  do  more 
than  read,  you  must  study  what  you  read— and  in 
studying  what  you  read,  so  study  that  you  may 
be  '*  approved  of  God."     How  can  a  minister  be 
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approved  of  God   who  takes  into  his  sanctuary 
"  unbeaten  oil."     Study  the  truthj    and  especially 
"  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  in  all   its  doctrinal 
principles, — in  all  its  moral  bearings,— in  all  its 
practical  relations, — in  all  its  experimental  influ- 
ences.  Truth  is  the  natural  element  of  the  sentient 
principle.     Mind,  in  its  fallen  condition,  inclines 
to  error,  but  this  is,  in  the  strictly  philosophical 
sense,  unnatural.     The   very  word  truth  suggests 
to  the  mind  an  idea  pregnant  with  delightful  con- 
ceptions of  all  that  is  congruous  in  thought, — in 
language — in  science — in  philosophy — in  morals 
— in  doctrine—in  faith — in  holiness  ;  it  is  an  idea 
embodying  unity — concord — harmony-— perfection 
— glory  !  Let  your  very  soul  be  enamoured  of  this 
idea;    and  may   the  lens  of  your  mind  through 
which  the  rays  of  truth  enter  never  be  bedimned 
with  sin,nor  so  misplaced  by  prejudice  as  to  prevent 
your  correct  apprehension  of  the  nature  and  claims 
of  truth.     Never  count  any  study  worthy  of  your 
pursuit  which  does  not  yield  some  newer, — clear- 
er,— more  comprehensive, — more  exalted, — more 
animating — or  more  profitable  view  of  truth.     A 
study  prosecuted  without  truth  as  its  guide,  and 
truth  as  its  result,  is  only  productive  of  vanity  and 
vexation.      While  such   a  prize  stimulates  your 
effort,  co-work  with  its  influence.     Be  careful  to 
husband  every  legitimate  means  of  increasing  your 
love  and  habit  of  study.     Study  has  many  advan- 
tages, it  may  be  conducted  independently  of  com- 
pany, or  even  books  ;  all  it  requires  is  a  mind  in- 
tent and  collected,  with  faculties  vigorously  ap- 
plied ;    hence  you  may  redeem  the  time  as  you 
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journey,— as  you  lie  awake,— as  you  act  the  hus- 
bandman,— or  the  handicraft !  Study  everything 
you  read,  or  hear^  or  observe,  that  is  calculated  to 
expand  and  improve  your  mind,  and  so  fit  you  to 
become  a  better  minister  of  the  New^  Testament. 

Prayer  !  This  is  not  more  a  duty  than  a  pri- 
vilege. Upon  its  exercise  you  are  dependent  for 
all  those  influences  which  fire  your  thoughts,  bur- 
nish your  words,  and  give  effect  to  your  preach- 
ing. In  answer  to  prayer  the  clouds  of  heaven 
drop  fatness  upon  the  parched  and  anxious  spirit, 
which,  after  it  has  cried  all  day  long  to  a  wicked 
and  gainsaying  people,  "  is  ready  to  faint  and  be 
weary.''  In  answer  to  prayer  the  demonstration 
of  the  spirit  attends  the  declaration  of  the  truth. 
Much  might  be  said  on  the  necessity  and  import- 
ance of  prayer,  but  to  you  this  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary. Let  me  exhort  you,  however,  in  order  that 
you  may  make  full  proof  of  your  ministry,  to  be  a 
man  of  prayer.  "  Pray  always  and  never  faint" — 
yea,  be  instant,  importunate,  and  earnest  in  prayer, 
that  upon  yourself  and  those  who  hear  you  the 
spirit  may  be  abundantly  poured  out.  "  Pray  to 
your  Father  in  secret,  that  he  may  reward  you 
openly" — pray  "  with  all  prayer,"  and  may  your 
prayer  ever  be  "  the  fervent  effectual  prayer  of  a 
righteous  man."  Let  your  prayer  be  the  "  prayer 
of  faith,"  that  you  may  both  save  yourself  and 
them  that  hear  you. 

Faith  !  Faith  bears  a  more  essential  relation 
to  a  full  proof  of  your  ministry  than  may  at  a  mere 
glance  appear.  Faith  in  the  word  you  preach  will 
be  manifest  in  the  solemnity  and  earnestness   of 


27 

your  address.  A  preacher  who  believes  the  threa- 
tenings,  warnings,  denanciationvS,  and  judgments 
of  the  Bible — who  views  his  congregation  in  the 
clear  but  momentous  light  of  revelation  can  neither 
be  careless  nor  trifling  !  but  he  must  be  deeply 
solicitous  for  the  salvation  of  those  who  hear  him* 
This  faith,  by  an  influence  naturally  emanating 
from  its  own  existence,  will  pervade  all  that  is 
set  forth  !  If  this  principle  be  strong,  every  facul- 
ty of  the  soul  will  be  exerted  to  the  utmost  degree ! 
if  it  be  weak,  it  will  matter  little  to  you  whether 
your  hearers  "hear  or  whether  they  forbear!  The 
effect  of  faith  upon  the  mind  of  the  preacher  as 
a  means  of  inspiration  and  consistent  effect,  is  of 
incalculable  importance  ;  when  we  view  faith  in 
this  light  we  do  not  wonder  that  the  apostles 
should  pray  *'  Lord  increase  our  faith."  May 
your  '*  faith  fail  not,"  but  under  the  influence  of  a 
faith  that  "conquers  all"  may  you  give  full  proof 
of  your  ministry. 

Zeal!  "  It  is  good  to  be  zealously  affected 
always  in  a  good  thing,"  and,  as  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation  is  good,  so  it  becomes  you  to  be 
zealous  in  its  proclamation.  Every  interest  of  our 
race  is  so  intimately  associated  with  the  ministry 
of  the  truth,  that  he  who  has  taken  upon  himself 
this  office  and  is  not  zealous,  is  either  ignorant  of 
his  calling,  or  culpably  inconsistent ;  and  so  far 
from  giving  full  proof  of  his  ministry,  proves  only 
that  he  is  unfit  to  take  upon  himself  any  such 
profession. 

The  genuine  minister  of  Christ  loves  sinners 
with  a  zeal  such  as  burnt  in  the  heart  of  his  Savi- 
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our  when  he  exclaimed  through  the  mouth  of  the 
prophet,  "  the  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  eaten  me 
up."  The  fact  is,  my  dear  brother,  if  you  have 
the  true  spirit  of  your  calling,  you  will  be  zealous 
in  the  prosecution  of  your  transcendently  impor- 
tant work.  If  your  zeal  be  such  as  comports  with 
the  proposed  object  of  your  pursuit  it  will  be  as 
"  a  burning  fire  shut  up  in  your  bones," —  it  will 
constrain  you  to  "  persuade  men  with  strong  cries 
and  tears"  to  be  **  reconciled  to  God." 

When  the  terrors  of  damnation  open  to  your 
view  !  when  immortality  and  life  are  brought  to 
light !  when  the  judgment  day  appears  as  a  pre- 
sent reality  !  and  when  the  very  souls  you  address 
are  contemplated  as  shut  up  in  hell !  or  numbered 
with  the  blessed  !  your  heart  will  melt  with  burn- 
ing zeal,  and  under  its  direct  influence  you  will 
give  full  proof  of  your  ministry.  This  zeal  will 
cause  you  to  seek  the  wandering  souls  of  men.  It 
will  make  you  restless  at  home  |while  sinners  are 
dying  abroad  !  it  will  add  strength  to  your  faith! 
it  will  give  fervency  to  your  prayers  !  and  invest 
your  studies  with  inexpressible  importance  ! 

Give  full  proof  of  your  ministry  by  a  scrupulous 
conscientiousness  in  the  uniform  performance  of 
the  several  duties  which  devolve  upon  you.  In 
the  exercise  of  discipline  be  impartial.  Know  "no 
man  after  the  flesh."  You  will  not  on  the  one  hand 
suffer  sin  upon  a  brother,  nor  on  the  other  will  you 
ever  Lord  it  over  any  part  of  God's  heritage.  Be 
affectionate,  be  firm,  ever  hold  to  the  motto,  "first 
pure  then  peaceable  ;"  and  see  to  it  that  as  far  as 
in  you  lies,    all  things    in   connection    with  the 
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church  are  done  decently  and  in  order.  ^^  Do  not 
mend  our  rules,  but  keep  them,  and  that  for  con- 
science sake."  In  your  official  intercourse  with  the 
office  bearers  of  your  church  be  a  pattern  of  meek- 
ness  and  fidelity,  and  commend  yourself  to  their 
esteem  by  the  exercise  of  judgment  and  prudence. 
My  dear  brother,  in  some  aspects  the  work  before 
you  is  startling  !  overwhelming  !  and  most  diffi- 
cult!  therefore  put  you  trust  in  the  Lord,  *'that 
you  may  be  as  Mount  Zion  which  cannot  be 
moved." 

We  believe  that  you  will  give  full  proof  of  your 
ministry  if  you  faithfully  and  earnestly  preach  the 
doctrines  of  Methodism.  These  doctrines  we 
believe  to  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  inspired 
oracles.  You  will  keep  to  the  standard  which  has 
been  raised  for  your  guidance,— a  standard  which 
has  the  approbation  of  your  conscience  and  under- 
standing. Preach  a  present,  free,  and  full  salva- 
tion. 

Be  a  man  of  one  book  ;  utterly  despise  the  prac- 
tice of  those  who  teach  for  doctrines  the  mere  tradi- 
tions of  the  fathers.  Let  it  be  yours  to  ^*  declare  all 
the  counsel  of  God,"  without  any  slavish  or  undue 
regard  fo]^  the  counsels  of  men  ;  while  on  the  other 
hand  you  reverence  the  sentiments  of  men  admired 
for  the  soundness  of  their  views,  profundity  of 
learning,  and  depth  of  piety. 

In  these  times  especially,  it  could  not  be  possi- 
ble for  you  to  give  full  proof  of  your  ministry  if  the 
lambs  of  you  r  flock  did  not  share  your  most  solici- 
tous attention.  You  mast  be  **  an  instructor  of 
babes."     Nor  would  you  give  full  proof  of  your 
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ministry  were  you  to  neglect  the  undisputed  claims 
of  the  ^'  sick  and  needy."  Pure  and  undefiled  re- 
ligion before  God  and  the  Father  is,  to  visit  the  fa- 
therless and  the  widows;  and  remember  the  instruc- 
tive and  impressive  language  of  your  great  master 
upon  this  subject,  where  he  says  "  I  was  sick  and  in 
prison,  and  ye  visited  me  not,"  &c..  Mat.  xxv.,  31, 
46.  You  cannot  neglect  the  sick  after  reading  these 
most  impressive  words. 

And  now,  my  dear  brother,  I  commend  you  to 
God  and  the  power  of  his  grace  ;  and  if  in  conclu- 
sion I  express  myself  as  peculiarly  interested  in 
you,  and  solicitous  for  your  welfare,  you  cannot 
marvel  I  Six  years  ago  we  met  for  the  first  time 
in  the  Mission  House  in  London, — we  were  asso- 
ciated in  the  same  valedictory  service, — we  shared 
the  hospitality  and  fatherly  counsel  of  the  justly 
venerated  and  wise  senior  Secretary  of  our  Society, 
Dr.  Bunting.  We  embarked  in  the  same  ship, — 
we  crossed  the  deep  in  the  unmolested  enjoyment 
of  sincere  friendship, — we  met  in  the  same  sanc- 
tuary on  the  night  of  our  arrival,  and  sung  to- 
gether the  songs  of  our  fathers  in  this  strange  land- 
Together  we  journeyed  in  the  same  unweildy 
chariot  to  the  scene  of  your  first  labours, — we 
shared  in  the  anxieties  of  our  respected  chairman^ 
who,  while  passing  through  a  great  trial  of  afflic- 
tion, hailed  us  as  the  messengers  of  the  churches. 
We  stood  side  by  side  amidst  the  pales  of  our  Zion  ! 
and  though  we  wept  while  she  bled,  the  Lord 
stood  by  us,  and  "  hitherto  hath  he  helped  us." 
**  Bless  the  Lord,  O  our  souls,  and  forget  not  all 
his  benefits/'      May  the  God  of  Jacob   ever  be 
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your  refuge,— may  the  Son  of  Righteousness  gild 
your  path, — may  your  affairs,  wliether  temporal, 
domestic,  social,  public,  spiritual,  or  eternal,  pros- 
per. May  you  abound  in  every  good  gift,  and 
above  all,  may  you  '*  be  wise  to  win  souls." 


ERRATA. 

Page  8  line  26  for  be  is  so  destitute,  read,  he  is  desti- 
tute, 
..    12   ..  22/o?' strait,  ^e«r/,  straight. 
. .   28    . .  30/or  Lord,  read,  lord. 
. .   29    . .    9  for  put  you  trust,  read,  put  your  trust. 
.      30   . .  2^  for  pales,  read,  perils. 
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